
FREE!
With a
Purchase
of $50
We Will
Give Free
a Beau¬
tiful
26-piece
Silver Set
of Knives
and Forks

Witha
Purchase
of $25
We Wil!
Give Free
a Pretty
32-piece
Dinner
Set
Neatly
Decorated

That question, "What to buy for Christmas" finds a ready and pleasing answer at Pettit & Co/s. Buy now and enjoy the pleasure and
satisfaction of selecting from complete lines of the handsomest and most dependable Furniture suitable for gift purposes.

CREDIT OF THE MOST LIBERAL SORT, N

"BislitheButton-and Rest*

The Gift for Him
When the day's work is done and he

has settlcd down for the evening a

man wants a conifortable ch-iir.
There is no Chair ou the market in

Avhich one mav find such peri'ect rest
and comfort as the "ROYAL" MOR¬
RIS CHAIR,

$10 and up.

Let it be a

- Gas Range
Will Save you 25% in Gas Bills

They possess improvements not
found on any other Gas Range.

If you are looking for a Gas Range
you want the best, which is the

New Method

CoRibioation Beok
Cases and Desks

ln all styles and woods, from

$15 to $45

She Wants
a Euffet

(PIO 7P Buys this Neat 528.00
«D 10. i _* Buffet, constructcd of
solid oak, neatin design and of best
constrtiction, with large French bevel
mirror.

Heavy birch-ma-

hoany framc, pol¬
ished, neat carving
and loosc cushion
seats. cov.*r-.*d in a

high grade plain
green plush.

Or Perhaps
Siclefeoar*

(JOO 7C Buys this $55.00 Side-
iO-JO.I O board. This largfc, mas-

sive, solid quartcr-sawed oak Side-
board, heavy standards and large size
mirror, for only $38.75.

Let it Be a White
line

If you have not a White Sewing Ma-
chine in your home you should have.
A trial is all we ask to prove that

the White is the best sewing machine
made. You will find it runs easier,
rtins swifter, sews better and with a"
neater stitch than any other sewing
machine.

Sold on easy terms of payment.

Qlfl 71_ Buys this $25.00 China
(J/1O* I O Closct. A neat and new
design china closct, constructcd of
quartcr-sawed oak, polished, large mir-
ror-top and bent glass ends.

QQ 7_f Buys this Pretty Music
«PO« I D Cabinet, neat in design
and of best construction and finish;
worth S12.00.

Others from $6.75 to $30.00.

Special
24c
FOR

MONDAY
ONLY.

This very ser-
viceable Enam-
eled Coffee Pot.
One to a cus-

tomer.

Couches
All Styles and Coverlnt...

© 1 _l *7E Buys this Large Size Couch, covered in fabricord and guaranteed;tPitJalO worth $20.00.
Others from $7.50 to $75.00.

Ladies' Desks
In all,styles and woods.

fl|Q (JC Buys a Very Neat Solid
OtJ.VD Oak Desk; worth $7.00.

Others up to $30.00.

Q*ft QC Buys this Neat_ Solid Oak
Rocker; worth $5.00.

<CJQC Buys this $8.00 Morris
.VTf-i.J'.iJ Chair, made of solid oak,
nicely fmiahed, and has rcvcrsible
cushions, covered in Verona.
____;-1_

Your Crjedit is
Good Here

Buy Now.
Pay Next Year
The Store that
Saves You
Money. \

_ffll!ll'i_[
HiUGTS COMET

Only Effect May Be Some Kinc
of Electrical Dis-

turbancc.

NO PRECISE PREDICTIONS

Expected Collision Will Probabb
Occur May 18,

1910*

IiV GAItRETT P. SERVISS.
Hailoy's comet ls,now comlng 01

Wlth a rueli, gettlng percepttbl:
brlghier every week, and tho Ute*
calculatioms of lts course while ln th

lielghborhood of the earth and tho »u
glvo thu slartllng result that It wl.
prctbably atrlke the eurth on tho 18t
*f Xlay, in tlie forerio'on.
Hut it,wlll ba rather a awlsh tha

» blc'w, slnco lt will bo dealt by th
tal: of tho comet at a dlstance c

tnoro than 13,d00,000 mlles from it

head.
The comet at that timo will be in

the act of crosslng tho face of the sun,
on its retreat from perlhellon, and tho
earth wlll bo somewhat in tho posltlon
of an unlucky fly which has got ln
tho way of the tail of an excltcd horae
whlrllng round lta tylng post.

Let us say at once that no serlous
coiisequcnces are to be apprehended.
It it woro tho head of the comet that
met the earth it mlght be a dlfforent
story; but the tall Is compose,d only
of gases and electrlfled artlclos, and
tho chances are that lf the antloipated
colllslon occurs (and Fathor Searle,
v.'ho has mado the calculatlon, and
other astrouomers Ihink it extrcmely
Ukoly), we may bo totally unaware
of what is happe.nlng unless certaln
tclentltio observationa renuer the re¬
sult apparent-
At a tllstance of 18,u00,000 mlles from

tho comot's Head tho substance of the
tall must be ln a very attonuatod
«tato, and whllo tho atmosphere may
be filled wlth the gasoous partlcles, lt
is probablo that thero" wlll bo' no vlslblc
evidencQ ot thelr preeence.cortalnly
not on our slde of the north, whlo(i
will then bo ln tho full dayllght, and
most Hkeiy not oven on the othor slde,
whero night wlll prevall.
That other sldo wlll, of course, b*

acreened from tho dlrect effocts of th<
encounter, but slnce the tall wlll ex.
tend away to unltnown mllliona oi
mllea boyona tha earth, and alnco tht

i latter wlll be in tho mldnt. of It. tht
nlght Hlty mlght bo expected to shov

C soine evldeit'co of tho presenco of thi
alectrlueu beuom sweopjng through th<

sky and passlng gigantlcally ovor the
earth.
One olTect whloh mlght easlly bo ex¬

pected ls somo klnd of eloctrlc dls-
lurbanco ln tho atmosphere In tho na¬

turo of a magnetlc atorm, liko those
that attend great dlsplays of the au¬
rora borcalls. Tho partloles on tho
comet's tall aro belleyed to be drlven
away from the dlrectlon of the sun by
streams of negatlvely eloolrlflod lons
omanatlng from tho solar dlsturbances,
Such lons encounter tho earth more
or less at all tlmes, produclng a nega.
tlvo charge ln the uppor nir, but
when they are attended by the gaso-

lous partloles of a comot's tall the
total erfect of thelr introduotton Into
thu earth's atmosphero may be some-

thlng unoxpocted.
The comotary gasos aro niostly hy-

drogen and varlous klnds of carbpnlc
compotinds, the preclse nature and
proportlons of which vary wlth iSlffer-
ent comets. Professor Plokerlng ls

,! quoted as saylng that among the gasoa
probably exlstlng In tho tall of .Hal>
ley'e comet acotylene wlll be includod
IBut, ln fact, ulmost-nothing ls yet
known of the actual composltion ol
thu comot, slnco at tha tlme of Ut

>'iast prevlous vlslt, ln 1835, tho spoc-
» U'oscope had not yet been inventod
. «nd tistroiioAtters were Ignorant of tht
t nature of tho substances composlnt
i' <iuoh bodtos, lt is probablo that U w|V
3 bo only a llttlo hytlrogon and varloui
r :oarbunlf tfimos thut wlll bo Introducpt
ijirn this occaslon into tho alr, und thosi
a I ln uuantltiea so mlnuto (relatlvcly;

\

Uiat we who have to bsoathe them, af-
I ter they havo sank to our level-in the,
atmosphere, wlll notlce no cttocts
whatover,

Stlll, tho wholo subject ls a-matter bf
cyiijecture, slnco such ari experlence is
almost without preeedent. and the
BClentille observationa mado at the
tlme wlll possess the highest possible
lnterest. This expected encounter ls a-

;reallzation of a dream that has often'
occupled the lmaglnatlon of wrlters,
both literary and sclontiflc. The pos¬
sible chemlcal effects ot the lntroduc-
tlonof cometary gasos Into the .at¬
mosphere had froquently beon giietsed
at, and tho trcmendous deplctlon of
such effects made by Edgar Allan Poe,
in hls "Elros and Charmoln," has been
quutel ln sclentlflc books not as pos-,
sessing any soiontiflo value^but as an
lndlcntlou of the naturo of what mlght"
happen,
Poe plcturos a great comet asencoun--

terlng the earth, somewhat as Halley's
Is now oxpaotod to do, and .dostroylng
all llfe by the introductlon Into tho alr
of a HUPQi-abundanco of "oxygan, *whlch,
catchlng Ilre, sweops tho. earth, wlth
a flnme of lnconce|vablehoat. ,Thodls-

OVE.EFUTPiSENTS.
A hnnfly Toastor sTove wlll maktTan

excellent Chrlnmas present for' your
relatlve or frlonds. i Thero aro-also
many other usoful cWtrlcai devlces,
whlcli \vill make excVllent Christmas
presents, Call at tho Qfhce of tho Vlr-
ginlu Rallwoy .Power Conlpuny,

l Seventh ond Malu Stroeta.

ombodled spirlt of Elros tells the story
of the earth's last day to Charmoin:
"That tenulty of tho comet, which had

prevloualy insplred us with hope, was
now the source of the bittern'oss of de-.
spalr. In its impalpablb gaseous char-
acter we clearly percelvo tho consum-
mation of Fate. We gasped ln tho
rapld modltlcatlon of the air.,
"A furlous delirlum possessed all men.

and. with ormsrlgldly outstretched to-
ward the threatenlng. heavens,1 they
trembled and shrleked aloud.' But tho
nucleus of the destrpyer was now upon
llB.evon hore, ln-Aldenn, I shudder
whlle I sponkt For a "moment there
was a wljd lurld Ught, alone, vlsltlng
and penetratlng all.things.
"Then.let us bow down. Charmoin,

before the oxcesslve .majesty of tho
great God!.then there camo a shout-
tng and pervadlng sound; as lf from
tho mouth ltself of Hlm. whllo the
whole tnoumbeht mass of ether ln which
we exlsted burat at once Into a specles
of Intense flame,. for'wliose-.surpasslng
brillianoy ond-all-tervld hoat oven the
angels in tha Hlgh Heaven of pure
knowledge have no nahiol Tluis ended
all."

lt wlll be obsorved that'Poo nnally
makes tho coinot's nticlous touch the
earth, a thlng that may posslbly hap-
pan wlth some future cornot, but-whtch
cannot happon in tho caBe of the comet

ofHalley. v-.-....; r
Besides, after the tlmo whon Poe

wrote, an actual eucounter of the eartr.
wlth a comet's tall ls bcitoved to have
'oecurred. .

T_Js w_s la 15*1. wiuen » great'oomet

S

swung ae Halley's ls now expected to

do.between the earth and tho sun,

swlshing lts long tall over the globe,
and the only conseciiience notlced was

a slight mlsty light In the alr on the
nlght slde of the earth,

It may be, remarked that the portion
of the tall of the oomet of 1861 that Is
supposod to have passed over the earth
was situated at about tho samo dls*
tance from tlio comet's head as wlll be
that of HaUey's comet. Tho earth,
howevor, dld not pass centrally through
the tall, and, as far as that ls concern-
ed, it ls not llkoly to pass centrally on
the present occaslon.
The doeper the earth ls .burled in tho

tall tho donsor the latter Is llkoly to

bo. It is concelvable that we mlght
pass through a portion dense enough
to produco other effects than those

imagined by Poe.
Among the effcts which lt has been

supposed mlght be produced by tho
passlng-of a comet's tail over tho earth
is tho introduction' of partloles of the
matter s'ervlng as the nuclel of 'dust
which, slowly descendlng to the aur¬

face, would produce physiological ef¬
fects of the nature of influenza. But
this presupposes a conslderablo quan¬
tity of such dust.
All things consldered, it ls probable

that the only results of tho expected
encounter that can be aetected wlll ba
of an eloctrical charaotor, and hera we
aro too much ln the dark to make any
preclse predlctlons.

Our Handsome
Illustrated Catalogue

Of FINE GOLD JEWELRY, STERLING and FINE PLATED
TABLEWARE.'CUT GLASS, LEATHER GOODS and NOV-
ELTIES IN GOLD and SILVER' will be mailed to you upon
request. In it are many HOLIDAY SUGGESTIONS,

C. Lumsden & Son, /nc,
"Jewelersto the Southern People,"

731 East Main Street, - - - - Rtchmondi Va.


